
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A NOTE FROM PASTOR BILL: 

 Confirmation, graduation, Father’s Day all remind us that summer is 
near!  The warmer temperatures are also a good indication of that fact as well! 

 Summer always seems to be a season most of us look forward to.  The 
children rejoice that school is over for a few weeks!  Those still employed look 
forward to long awaited vacations, and a break from life’s normal routines.  The 
pace of life seems to slow down a bit, and the weather gives us all an opportunity 
to spend more time outdoors hiking, camping, picnicking, boating, golfing, 
playing tennis, going to ball games, relaxing on the beach and so on. So enjoy the 
weeks ahead and may all your plans for this summer work out for you exactly as 
you might hope. 

 Unfortunately, however, summer is not always kind to the church.  I have 
been ordained for 46 years now, and for all of those 46 years I have spent as a 
pastor, I can’t ever remember summer arriving without someone reminding me 
of the “SUMMER SLUMP” - and that includes this year here at St. Martin’s. 

 Those dreaded words relate to the unfortunate truth that the summer 
months are terribly difficult for congregations in terms of what those months 
mean for the congregation’s budget.  Offerings tend to decrease in the summer 
since people are away on vacations, or camping on weekends, or spending 
Sunday mornings on the water or at the beach.  There are all kinds of reasons, no 
doubt, for offerings to decline this time of the year, but those reasons don’t 
really alleviate in any way the concerns faced by our Finance Committee as they 
strive to keep our bills paid. 

 A church is like a house.  We refer to it as the “House of God,” and it is.  
And, like any house, there are expenses to be met if the house is to be 
maintained - expenses that don’t disappear just because it is summer. 

 I’ve never felt comfortable, as a pastor, addressing this issue, but 
realistically it is an issue that can’t be denied.  The “SUMMER SLUMP” is real.  
But, it doesn’t need to be.  We can all make an effort to end the “SUMMER 
SLUMP” this year by remembering to submit our offerings on a timely basis 
throughout the summer, and once we get accustomed to doing so, we may be a 
congregation that will no longer need to speak those dreaded two words again. 

 And, if you are planning to be away this summer, I would encourage you 
to call the church office, and let us know where you might be on a Sunday 
morning so that we can tell you what churches are available in the place you are 
vacationing.  Worship is important even when on vacation, so if you want to 
know where you might be able to worship while away, we can help you with that 
concern. 

 May God bless us all this summer season with safe travels, time for rest 
and renewal, joy-filled experiences with family and friends, good health and good 
weather, and may we all show our thanks for those blessings and our love for our 
God always!       

                                                                                      HAPPY SUMMER! 

       Pastor Bill 
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The Children’s Message Is 
Changing 

Beginning on the 16th of June, our weekly children’s 
message will take on a new identity.  On the 9th of June 
one of the children will be given a special bag to take 
home.  During the week, that child will have the task of 
placing something in that bag - an object of some kind 
of their choosing.   

Then, on June 16th, that child will bring the bag to 
church, and present it to the person who is assigned to 
provide the Children's Message that day.  The message 
will be based on what the child has put in the bag. 

This is a real challenge for those tasked with providing 
our children’s message each week, but it is a challenge 
they have all agreed to accept. 

It is also something the children will, no doubt, look 
forward to since the bag will be given to a different 
child each week.  So, it becomes something exciting for 
all to experience, and we look forward to how this will 
work in the weeks to come. 

The only request is that no pets, or anything living, be 
placed in the bag.  We don’t really want to be chasing a 
snake, or gerbil around the church. 

We look forward to trying this new “ad-lib” method of 
“preaching” with the children at St. Martin’s.  Hope you 
do too! 

 

 
 
Ladies of St. Martin's - Please join the Joyful Hearts 
group on Saturday, June 8, at 10:00 a.m. here at the 
church for our monthly gathering.  We will enjoy a cold 
beverage (lemonade or ice tea) together as we share 
with others some of the books we have recently read. 
We will also plan the meal that we will be serving at the 
Lighthouse Shelter on August 12.  Come join us as we 
welcome summer! 

Outie Lunch Group 
"Outie" Lunch Group - Tuesday, June 11 at 1 pm at 
"Miss Shirley’s Cafe" 1 Park Place, Annapolis (Phone: 
410-268-5171).  Entrance faces West St.; parking garage 
is behind the restaurant.  Contact:  Carole Komenda 
410-266-7132.    

  

  

FISH 

Thanks to all who attended our FISH program this year.  
We hope you found it worthwhile.  Please see below 
the list of all the service projects we accomplished 
throughout the program.  Your participation was greatly 

appreciated!  😊 

Blue Ribbon 
Project 

Assembled 10 
Backpacks of Love 

Jared Boxes Assembled 80 boxes for 
Anne Arundel Medical 
Center pediatric unit 

Lighthouse Shelter 208 Lunches 
70 Toiletry Bags 

Lion’s Club Collected over 200 pairs 
of glasses 

Lutheran World 
Relief 

Assembled 36 
backpacks with school 
supplies 
Assembled 36 personal 
kits 
Made 72 Quilt Squares 
for 3 quilts; assembled & 
delivered 

Meals on Wheels 51 Placemats 

Operation 
Welcome 
Home/Any Soldier 

6 Welcome Home 
Posters 
40 Cards for Arriving 
Troops and Troops 
overseas 
9 Boxes of items for 
troops overseas 

Samaritan House Dinner for 20 
Toiletry Kits for 25 
Quilters Donated 16 
quilts 

Seafarers Assembled 32 boxes 

Social Services 
Families 

Created 48 Christmas 
ornaments 

SPCA Made 85+ toys for the 
animals 
Donated needed items 
for the shelter 
Kid’s council raised 
$500.00 for the shelter 
(bake sale) 

Tanzania Wells Raised over $100  

St. Martin’s Made 3 Mosaic Crosses 
to be hung in the church 
Made 2 banners to be 
displayed in sanctuary 

 



 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The next meeting will be held 
Wednesday, Jun 12, 1-4 pm at the home of Rita Moday.  
Her address is 1725 Tedbury St, Crofton, MD 21114.  If 
you have questions, please call Rita at 410-721-1655.  
For those unable to meet, please keep knitting and 
crocheting, Pastor Bill and Chaplain Paula continue to 
find loving homes for our efforts.  If you have a family 
member or friend who would like a prayer shawl or lap 
throw, please contact Pastor Bill, Chaplain Paula, or 
Dottie Hall (443-646-6630).  We mail these "tangible 
hugs from God" out of town.       

 

Memorial Garden and Columbarium 

(MCG)   

Memorial Garden and Columbarium (MGC):  We 
continue to make progress on the MGC Ministry.  Last 
month we completed the landscaping for Phase I.  Later 
this month three beautiful benches will be placed in the 
garden for meditation and prayer.  We hope to have the 
door from the Narthex to the gardens completed next 
month.  We are continuing to receive memorial 
donations to the Rick Ruhf Memorial Terrace and the 
Pastor Russell Fink Memorial.  A total of 29 niches have 
been purchased and an additional three are pledged.  
As we near capacity in the first columbarium wall, we 
pray that the congregation will generously give to Phase 
II.  This will include a second columbarium wall, sitting 
wall, walk-ways, I am stones and landscaping.  If you are 
interested in purchasing a niche, making a memorial gift 
or simply donating to the project in any amount please 
contact me at 410-971-7059 or Kim Rosekrans at 443-
538-4446    Peace and God’s Blessings, Mel Tuckfield, 
MGC Committee Chairman. 

Thursday Mid-Day Bible study  

Every Thursday at 11:30 am at the Double-T Diner 
(West St and Solomon’s Island Rd). This informal review 
sheds light on each week’s lessons for our Christian lives 
and provides Christian fellowship as we share a light 
lunch and conversation. Join us Thursday. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Registration is now FULL.  If you wish to be put on a 
waitlist, please contact Judy Houston at: 
vbssmlc@gmail.com or call Judy Houston at 410-263-
3888. Thank you. 
 
 
 

Time to Clean Out Your Junk 
Drawers – VBS Needs Your Scraps! 

Items Needed: 

• Sewing Notions: Buttons, 3/8 Ribbon, Rick-Rack 
and Safety Pins. 

• Crafters Scraps: Wiggle Eyes, Pom Poms, Self-
Adhesive Foam Shapes and Washi Tape. 

• Hardware Scraps: Nuts, Washers (Rubber or 
Metal), Gears and Picture Hooks. 

**Please Place in VBS Box in Narthex – Thanks 😊** 

 

 

St. Martin’s Gardens 

The next garden workday will be Wednesday, June 5th 
from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  We will be weeding, pruning and 
raking.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 
Blood Drive 

 
There will be another Red Cross 
Blood Drive at St. Martin’s on 

Friday, June 7th from 12:30pm-6pm in the Fellowship 
Wing.  If you are able to donate please register online at 
http://www.redcrossblood.org/ or via the signup sheet 
in the Narthex or contact Sara Wetz 
(slwetz@verizon.net, 410-956-6515).  Anyone who 
donated at the last drive is eligible to donate at this 
drive.   Also if anyone is interested in assisting by 
checking people in please contact Sara Wetz.   

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:slwetz@verizon.net


 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church Golf League - 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Course Comment 
3 June 2019 Bay Hills  

10 Bay Hills  

17 Bay Hills  

24 Bay Hills  

1 July 2019 Bay Hills  

8 South River Need players’ names no 
later than Sunday, July 7 

15 Bay Hills  

22 Bay Hills  

29 Bay Hills  

5 August 2019 Bay Hills  

12 South River Need players’ names no 
later than Sunday, August 
11 

19 Bay Hills  

26 Bay Hills  

9 September 2019 Bay Hills  

16 Bay Hills  

 
 

Contact Alan Bitonti via email (ajbitonti@verizon.net) and cell phone (781-608-8508) if interested. 

 Our “home” course is Bay Hills this year due to construction at Eisenhower. The cost is the same as 

last year, $25 which includes a cart. South River is $40 with a cart. We need to let South River know 

24 hr ahead to allow them to have carts ready for us. As before we will have a 4-person best ball 

format and a group dining opportunity will be available at a local restaurant as before.  

 

mailto:ajbitonti@verizon.net


 

 

 

The Chaplain’s Corner    

  

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. John 14:27 

 

Through May we walked with Jesus and His disciples through a post-resurrection Easter season. We read and 

heard again the lessons, the doubts, and the assurances. The Gospel for Ascension Day includes Jesus’ words, 

“You are witnesses to these things,” and “I am sending upon you what the Father has promised.”  Through faith, 

we too are witnesses to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection as surely as were Jesus’ first disciples, and just as He 

sent His disciples so long ago, now our Lord Jesus is sending us.  Yes, Jesus is sending you and me out of the 

comfort of our homes and our Sunday pew where we receive the good news of His love.    

In John’s Gospel we hear Jesus’ words, “If you love me you will keep my commandments.”  Jesus told us and 

taught us to “love our neighbors.”   Hmmm, Martin Luther might ask us, “What does this mean?”  Well, as we 

look to summer with vacations and family gatherings, picnics and parties, travel and needed rest, let us 

remember that we are witnesses to all that our Lord has done for us. We are witnesses to His great love and 

sacrifice and we are aware that the Holy Spirit is with us to give us the strength to accomplish what we could 

not do on our own.   

Even as we enjoy our rest and our vacations from the urgency of daily life, why not promise ourselves to do one 

– just one – small thing each day to show Christ’s love to a neighbor.  No, I’m not talking about the folks who 

live next door. I’m talking about the cashier at the store, the young mother struggling to juggle four grocery 

bags and two small children, the person on the corner who appears to be lost and looking for directions, the 

person seated next to you on the bus, train or plane, or any of God’s children.   As we simply smile and say, 

“Hi,” or offer a hand, we are keeping the command our Lord gave us.  So, we don’t get it right!  We try! We try 

again.   

Even when we falter, God remains faithful God lifts us up and enables us to do all things and makes us 

righteous in His sight.  Enjoy your summer!  Enjoy your rest!  Wherever summer takes you, may you find rest 

and peace.  May your faith be strengthened, and God’s peace go with you. 

 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”   Romans 

5:1 

   

Chaplain Paula 
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June Music News 



 

 

Birthdays and Wedding 

Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is 
not listed here, please provide the church office with the 

information so you can be included next time! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 

6/2  Christine Sindt 
  William Henley 
6/3  Jack Stensland 
6/4  Katherine Lantz 
6/6        Mary Powell 
6/7  Sigi Rogalli 
  Wendy Higgins 
  Carson Prost 
  Rosa Ruhf 
6/8        Jeremy Wolfe 
  Sara Wetz 
6/9  Jonathan Aseltine 
6/10  Connor Currie 
  Jennifer Wood 
6/11  Heather Tuckfield 
  Alice Lanham 
6/14  Cindy Carey 
6/15      Michael Longergan, Jr. 
6/16  Juliette Kragh 
6/19  Christopher Mielke 
  Elliott Spain 
6/20  Tyler Spain 
  Barry Woodland 
6/21      Erica Burkhart 
  Grayson Septembre 
6/22      Sandra Ourisson 
6/23  Mary Ann Elliott 
6/25  John Eckhardt 
 
 

 Anniversaries 

6/1  Doug and Donna Hole 
6/13  Shaun and Emily Rafferty 
6/19  Richard and Catherine Jones 
6/20  John and Jina Eckhardt 
6/21  David and Judy Houston 
6/24  Tim and Jane Doyle 
6/25  Alan and Lynne Traher 
6/27  Larry and Patty Laubscher 
  Sandra and Phillippe Ourisson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
       

      1 
       

2 3 4 5  6 7 8 
8 am Worship (S) 

9 am Ed. Hour/ 
Confirmation 

9 15 am Choir 
Rehearsal (S) 

10 am Worship (S) 

 

10 am Flying 
Quilters (A, B) 

5 pm Golf (Bay Hills) 

 7 am Men’s Bible 
Study  

6 pm Bell Choir (S) 

7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (S) 

11:30 am Mid-Day 
Bible Study (Double 
– T Diner) 

12:30 pm Blood 
Drive 

10 am Joyful Hearts 
(A,B) 

9 10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
8 am Worship (S) 

9 15 am Choir 
Rehearsal (S) 

10 am Worship (S) 

5 pm Light House 
Dinner (Youth) 
5 pm Golf (Bay Hills) 

1 pm Outie Lunch 
(Miss Shirley’s, 
Annapolis) 

Youth Movie, 
Dinner & Devo 
(Time TBA) 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study  

1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Mtg. (Rita Moday’s 
Home) 

10 am Staff Mtg 

11:30 am Mid-Day 
Bible Study (Double 
– T Diner) 

 

 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
8 am Worship (S) 

10 am Worship (S) 

 

5 pm Golf (Bay Hills) Youth Movie, 
Dinner & Devo 
(Time TBA) 

7 am Men’s Bible 
Study  

10 am Staff Mtg 

7 pm Exec. Board 
Mtg. (B) 

11:30 am Mid-Day 
Bible Study (Double 
– T Diner) 

6 pm Sr. High Youth 
Dinner/Dessert 
(Church) 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8 am Worship (S) 

8:45 am Youth – 
Breakfast @ Light 
House Bistro 

10 am Worship (S) 

11:30 am Cong Mtg 

30 

8 am Worship (S) 

10 am Worship (S) 

3 pm Concert (S) 

5 pm Golf (Bay Hills) 

 

 

Youth Movie, 
Dinner & Devo 
(Time TBA) 

 10 am Staff Mtg 

 

11:30 am Mid-Day 
Bible Study (Double 
– T Diner) 

 

  

June 2019 
Calendar Rev. 6/3/19 

Please continue to 
check our website’s 
News & Events tab 
for any new updates. 
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St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1120 Spa Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21403 

410-263-4723 

E-mail: Church@StMartinsOnline.org 

Web site: StMartinsAnnapolis.org 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Gilroy, (Interim Pastor) 

billgilroy11@verizon.net 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 am, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

St. Martin’s Lutheran School 

Pre-K 3’s through Grade 8 

410-263-8016 or 410-269-1955 

Mr. James D. Moorhead, Principal 

 

St. Martin’s Mission Statement: 
Welcoming all and growing together 
to share God’s love and serve Christ 

with energy and joy! 


