
Responsive Reading 
Congregation Reads the Bolded Text 

 

MAYOR GAVIN BUCKLEY: We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.     ~Declaration of Independence 
 
Congregation: Have we not all one Creator? Has not one 
God created us?     ~Malachi 2:10 
 
ALDERWOMAN SHEILA FINLAYSON: We, the people of the 
United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
for our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.   ~United States Constitution 
 
Congregation: Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you 
may thrive in the land that your God gives you. 
     ~Deuteronomy 16:20 
 
ALDERMAN BROOKS SCHANDELMEIER: Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment, of religion, or: prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people to assemble, and to petition the government for 
a redress of grievances.     ~The Bill of Rights 
 

Congregation: Proclaim liberty throughout the land, for 
all of its inhabitants.     ~Leviticus 25:10 
 
MAYOR GAVIN BUCKLEY: With malice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive to finish the work we are in…to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations.     
~Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address 
 
Congregation: They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, and they shall not 
again experience war. People shall dwell under their own 
vines, under their own fig trees, and no one shall make 
them afraid.     ~Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:3-4 
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