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PRELUDE From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, P. 52 J. Pachelbel (1653-1706)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN ELW 283
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



BIDDING PRAYER

Dear People of God: in this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the An-
gels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son of God lying in the manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story
of God's loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his
holy child Jesus; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole
world; for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his
Church in our country and in this city. And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the
aged and little children, as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember be-
fore God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the
words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens
above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

Congregation is seated

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15;17-19

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the
man and said to him, “Where are you?!” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I com-
manded you not to eat!” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and
[ ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done!” The woman said, “The serpent
tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all ani-
mals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike
his heel.” And to the man 'he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it, cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 Let our glad-ness have no end, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
2 Proph-e - sied in days of old, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
3 See the love -liest bloom-ing rose, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
4 In - to flesh 1s made the Word, Hal - le - lu - jah!
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for to earth did Christ de - scend. Hal - le - Tu - jah!

God has sent the one fore - told. Hal - le - Tu - jah!

from the branch of Jes - se  grows. Hal - le - Tu - jah!

our true ref - uge and our Lord Hal - le - Tu - jah!

Refrain
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On this day God gave us Christ, the Son, to
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save us; Christ, the Son, to save us.

Text: Bohemian carol, 15th cent.; tr, unknown
Music: NARODIL SE KRISTUS PAN, Bohemian carol, 15th cent.

SECOND LESSON

Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD:
Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you

have obeyed my voice.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ELW 263 (vs. 1-4)
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.
2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,

3  Won-drousbirth—oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a  vir - gin mild!
4 From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, back to God his path-way leads;

Mar-vel now, O heav'n and earth: God has cho-sen such

a Dbirth.

was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.

Ver - y God, and Mar-y’s son, ea- ger now his race

to run!

out to van-quish death’s com - mand, back to reign at God’s right hand.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. hymnal version
Music: NUN koMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress



THIRD LESSON

Isaiah 9:2; 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has
shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonder-
ful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless

peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise God be - fore the

2 From God’s right hand the Son de - scends, is born an

3 0 ten - der Child, you veil flesh  the splen - dor

4 Your moth - er feeds you ten - - ly, sings you a
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high-est  throne; to - day God o - pens heav'n a - gain and

clothed the sky with light, who
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your

5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LoT Gort, 1IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

FOURTH LESSON

in - fant small, and lies in pov - er - ty, his bed a
of your might; a ser - vant’s garb now wraps the one who
lul - la - by, while an - gels, hail - ing Da - vid’s heir, your
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly  Son.
man - ger  in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.

clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy.

6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!

LBW 47

Isaiah 9:1-6

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what
his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. The wolf shall
live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters

cover the sea.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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FIFTH LESSON

ELW 272 (vs. 1, 2)
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
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mid the «cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a  Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the night.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1599

Luke 1:26-35; 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will con-
ceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin? The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 The an - gel Ga - br - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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with  wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
in Beth - le-hem all  on a Christ - mas morn,
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“Alll'’ hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - \A
thy son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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most high -1y fa- vored la - dy”
most high -1y fa- vored la - dy” Glo _ f- al
Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy,
“Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy”
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Basque carol
SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1; 3-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Beth-
lehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
in the guest room.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876

SEVENTH LESSON LUKE 2:8-16

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an an-
gel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-
ing God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph
and the child lying in the manger. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing -ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n -ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord,the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol

EIGHTH LESSON MATTHEW 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”” Then Herod secretly
called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and
pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here

the

si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Please stand as you are able

NINTH LESSON

ELW 296

JOHN 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overtake it. There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which en-
lightens everyone, was coming into the world He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



OFFERTORY Of the Father’s Love Begotten Wilbur Held (1914-2015)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, + one God, now and forever.
Amen. Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.

Gracious God, in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We confess our failure to welcome

this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of your grace, and welcome the truth of
Christ the Lord. Amen.

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. Your sins are forgiven in
+Jesus’ name. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING S 144

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, al-
mighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeem-
er, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS S 153
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

DI1STRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

S 146

At the Lord’s Table we share in the gift of Jesus’ body and blood. Please bring an empty glass from the head of the aisle to receive wine
from a pouring cup. Grape juice is available in the prefilled glasses near the empty ones. If you need a gluten-free option for bread,
please indicate that to the person with bread. Peel away communion kits are also available for any who so desire. Blessings will be

given to those not yet communing.

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Noél Suisse: Grand jeau et Duo (1757)

Serving In Worship Today

Celebrant

Chaplain Paula Thistle

Director of Music Ministry

Dr. Erin Hanke

Assisting Minister

Dona Rudderow Sturn

Louis-Claude Daquin

Communion Asst. Linda Wetz
Judy Houston
Usher Bob and Marianne Drumm
Molly Michaelson
Dave Mattingley
Lector Linda Wetz

Communion Cleanup Tom and Barb Freeman

Altar Set-Up Barb Freeman

Media Technicians Sara Wetz

Next Sunday, January 8th following the 10 AM service, we will hold our annual congregational meet-

CONGREGATION

"PLEASE JOIN US

ing. At this meeting we will vote to approve the 2023 budget and hold elections for Church Council.

I
’ﬂ. ._G Please mark your calendar as we hope to see you there!

If you're interested in joining the church (or just learning more about the Christian faith) we will be
having new member classes this month on January 11th and 18th at 7 p.m.. For more
information, please contact Chaplain Paula Thistle at chaplainpaula@gmail.com or 410-703-2669.
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